
  Tales 
of Reinvention

Charting a new life mid-course  

may not be easy, but many find  

it well worth the effort

Cheryl Taves left 

financial security for 

the life of an artist.
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Cheryl Taves’ life was good. At 38, she had extracted 
herself from a toxic marriage and embarked on a new 
career in real estate sales for a property developer with 
enough success to purchase her first home. She had found  
a new partner. Still, Taves couldn’t shake the feeling that 
something wasn’t right.

During a volunteer counselling course that caused her to 
reflect deeply, she unearthed an overwhelming sense of 
sadness and loss. “A lot of pain kept coming up around the 
fact that I wasn’t honouring the artist that I was. That had 
really been my life-long dream and I had tabled it for such 
a long time,” says Taves.

It’s not unusual for people like Taves, as they hit their 
30s, 40s and even 50s, to question the choices they made in 
youth and wonder if it is too late to change course. “Nearly 
everyone has difficulty turning their most passionate 
dreams into reality,” says author Nicholas Lore, founder of 
the Rockport Institute Career Choice Program, an online 
organization based in the United States that helps people 
find careers. “When we step out into the realm of fantasy 
and attempt to forge a life that is a major improvement on 
our current situation, we fall prey to doubts and difficulties,” 
says Lore.

Trust me, I know — I am going through it.
Here I am 35 and dissatisfied with my career. 

Somewhere, my dream of being a fine art photographer was 
lost. Taking gigs simply for the cash has left me no time to 
pursue and cultivate my artistic passion. My self-confidence 
and emotional health are in shambles. 
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Like so many others, I�m asking: How can I make a 
change and �nd a new passion in life, or even reignite an  
old one? 

In search of answers, I set out to �nd some Victorians 
who have heeded their inner voice and taken a leap, �nding 
inspiration in their courage and determination.

Cheryl Taves, now 48, is �nally the artist she wanted to 
be. She lives in Metchosin with her husband, Keith Baker, a 
musician and residential home designer. Looking back, she 
can see how she got stalled on the wrong road. After 
graduating from high school, she considered several options 
for an art degree, but when a year went by without 
committing, her parents got anxious.

�The next thing I knew I was enrolled in a two-year 
business administration program at Camosun College, 
destined to be a bookkeeper,� she laughs. �It was a long way 
from my dream, but far more practical � at least that was 
the message that I was getting from those around me.�

When her inner voice would not be silenced, Taves 
mustered her courage, and with Baker�s support, quit her job 
to enter the Victoria College of Art. �It was hard to give up 
my �nancial independence,� says Taves. �I felt so vulnerable.� 

However, she �ourished at art school, and soon after 
graduating in 2004 she was on the roster at the (now-closed) 
Fran Willis Gallery. An abstract mixed media artist, she  
now shows independently and with a collective called 
Making a Mark.

Not everyone�s denied passion is artistic. Diana Nethercott, 
45, has been a successful photographer for over two decades. 
She is transitioning from artist to business entrepreneur. 
While she thoroughly enjoys her work as a photographer, her 
desire to try something new has been like a little gremlin 
gnawing in her gut. For two years she tossed around ideas 
that might satisfy her craving for a �biz buzz� and her passion 
for the environment.

She had used cloth shopping bags for years, but when 
retail stores began selling their own bags, she saw a market 
for fashionable, eco-friendly shopping bags. She started 
hotSACKS, a company that manufactures funky EcoLogo-
certi�ed reusable shopping bags and recyclable mesh 
produce bags. It wasn�t her �rst idea, but it was the �rst that 
really excited her and didn�t feel too risky.

She created a transition plan and continued work as a 
photographer, spending her free time researching her idea 
and reading up on how to run a business. She held focus 
groups before making a prototype.

�You have to have a thick skin, be positive, be somewhat 
conservative but be willing to take a risk.� She says the 
learning curve is huge and leaving a stable career is chancy, 
but with the support of her husband (a journalist who helps 
write her press releases) and by continuing to work as a 
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